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Our Vision
To be the voice of medical and surgical nurses in Canada.

Our Mission

Medical and surgical nurses provide nursing care to
adults experiencing complex variations in health. They
utilize diverse clinical knowledge and skills to care for
multiple acutely ill adults and their families. They are
leaders at organizing, prioritizing and coordinating care
as well as working with interdisciplinary teams. The
practice of medical-surgical nursing requires application
of evidence-based knowledge and best practice
standards to provide quality, safe and ethical care to
clients across the continuum of care. The CAMSN nurse
advocates, supports and promotes the integral role of
medical and surgical nurses to the health care system.

Save the date:
The next CAMSN Conference will be
held in Montreal, QC in Spring 2020!
EXECUTIVE CONTACT
INFORMATION:
PRESIDENT
Brenda Lane, RN, MN, DipAdEd, CMSN(C)
brenda.lane@viu.ca

PAST PRESIDENT
Robbyn Peckford, RN, CNE
robbyn.peckford@albertahealthservices.ca

SECRETARY
Crystal Côté, RN, BN, CMSN(C), MSc
(Admin)
crystal.cote@mail.mcgill.ca

TREASURER
Carol Ann Connors, RN, CNE
cconnors@stfx.ca

COMMUNICATIONS
Esther Rees, RN, BScN, CMSN(C)
esther.rees@usask.ca
Join the Canadian Association of Medical and Surgical
Nurses group on Facebook!
(Search: CAMSN)
Visit CAMSN’s official website: www.medsurgnurse.ca

2018 CONFERENCE COORDINATOR
Laura Neal, RN, BN, MN, CMSN(C), CD
laura.neal@forces.gc.ca

Canadian Association of Medical and
Surgical Nurses
CAMSN is excited to announce
some big changes for our national
association!!
Beginning December 1st CAMSN will be changing to
an annual paid membership system.
There are over 45,000 medical-surgical Registered
Nurses in Canada. Medical-surgical nurses form the
largest single group of nursing professionals in health
care and make up over 18% of all RNs working in
Canada!
Since CAMSN was created in 2006, membership has
been free and the process of tracking membership,
contacting members, distributing newsletters, etc., has
been done manually by the executive members on a
volunteer basis. As CAMSN membership numbers have
significantly increased over the past twelve years, the
CAMSN Board of Directors, with the support of the CNA,
have decided to move to an annual paid membership
system, utilizing X-CD Technologies to assist us in
managing our association and future national
conferences.
While nationally med-surg numbers are quite notable,
CAMSN has just over 1200 members. The CAMSN
Executive team would like to provide more for our
members and believe that X-CD Technologies will play a
valuable role in assisting us to serve the national
medical-surgical nursing community. We hope that the
improvements made through these organizational
changes to our association will not only help us recruit
more members and grow as an association, but will also
allow us to provide more for you, our valued members.

A group becomes a team when each member is sure
enough of himself… to praise the skills of others.
- Norman Shidle

Membership is open to both Registered Nurses
and Practical Nurses across Canada.
Annual Membership Fees:
Regular Member (RN & PN) - $50.00
Retired Member (RN &PN) with/without active
license - $35.00
Student Member (RN & PN) - $35.00
Your membership will be valid for one year after
purchasing. You will receive notifications when your
membership is close to expiring and needs to be
renewed.

Top 10 Reasons to be a CAMSN
Member:
1. Stay up-to-date with CAMSN
activities
2. Receive quarterly newsletters
3. Connect with a community across
Canada that shares a passion for
medical-surgical nursing
4. Expand your knowledge and skills,
share in best practices and remain
current, connected and relevant
5. Access to CAMSN’s Standards of
Practice
6. Demonstrate your commitment to
competence in your specialty area
7. Opportunities to be featured or have
your work featured in CAMSN’s
quarterly newsletters
8. Discounted CAMSN conference
registration fees
9. Beginning in 2019, CAMSN members
will receive a 20% discount on CNA
fees
10. Work collaboratively with the
Canadian Nurses’ Association
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CAMSN Executives 2019
Welcome to our newest members on the executive team!!!
The new executive members will begin their term on
the CAMSN Board of Directors in January 2019.

Annie Chevrier, RN, MSc (A), CMSN(C)
CAMSN President
Annie Chevrier has been involved in teaching at both the undergraduate and
graduate levels of study in nursing since 2009. Prior to taking on a full time
position at McGill in August 2013, she had worked in various positions in acute
care health institutions. She has held several advanced nursing practice roles
in several specialties, namely in-patient and out-patient medical-surgical
nursing, internal medicine as well as acute and critical care. She participates as a nurse representative
in many steering committees of the MUHC specifically mandated to improve the quality and the safety
of patient care. Specific areas of interest include inter-professional education and practice,
professional development of nursing practice, quality and safety improvement of patient care,
diabetes care, wound care, and acute and critical care nursing. She is currently participating in
research focussed on quality improvement initiatives for diabetes care in adult populations. Annie is
excited to be involved with CAMSN and looks forward to meeting you at the 2020 Biennial Conference.

Ashley Ahuja, RN, BScN
CAMSN President Elect
Ashley Ahuja is a Registered Nurse on the Acute Care Nursing Resource Team (ACNRT) at
Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre in Toronto, Ontario. As a float nurse she has had the
opportunity to support nursing units in the areas of Medical Surgical, Oncology, Level I ICU and
the Emergency department. She was recently elected as Co-Chair for Sunnybrook’s Corporate
Nursing Council. Ashley has worked closely with the CNA Specialty Network as a Network
Advisory Committee Member in 2016 – 2017. Ashley is excited for this new opportunity to
serve on the CAMSN Executive and enhance Medical Surgical nursing care across Canada.
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CAMSN Executives 2019
Laura Vogelsang, RN, PhD(c), CMSN(C)
External Communications Officer

Laura is a Faculty member with the Lethbridge College RN Program, PhD student, and a proud MedicalSurgical nurse! Laura’s nursing background is primarily general medicine however she has also worked on
geriatric, cardiac, and renal focused units. Laura completed her baccalaureate education at the University of
Lethbridge and it didn’t take her long to realize that along with caring for the adult population, nursing
education also had a special place in her heart. Her desire to support and educate the next generation of
nurses led her to Saskatoon where she took the course-based master’s program at the University of
Saskatchewan and began a PhD, which she is still currently working on. Ongoing professional development
and bedside practice has always remained a priority for Laura and in 2015 she wrote the CNA MedicalSurgical Certification exam. If you ask Laura, she will say that it was equally challenging and fulfilling – she
would encourage anyone thinking about it to take the plunge! Laura is looking forward to joining the
CAMSN Executive team and communicating all of the exciting things going on with CAMSN!

Jasmine Hill, RN, MScN, CMSN(C)
CAMSN Treasurer & Conference Coordinator

Jasmine is the Advanced Pratice Nurse for the Surgical Services at the McGill University Health Center
(MUHC), Royal Victoria Hospital in Montréal, QC. In 2007, she graduated from the John Abbott College
Nursing Program and began her nursing career on a general surgical unit. Since then she has also worked
as a Nursing clinical instructor for John Abbott College and for Sanofi-Aventis and Roche Pharmaceutical
companies with the focus on coaching and supporting patients with diabetes to better manage their care. In
2012, she graduated from the University of Ottawa’s Master’s of Science in Nursing program with a
concentration in tertiary care. In her current role, Jasmine covers a wide variety of specialities from:
General Surgery, Urology, Otolaryngology, Cardiac and Vascular Surgery, hepatobiliary, and Ambulatory
care. Her areas of expertise include clinical, consultation, education, quality improvement projects, policy
and protocol development, and research. One of Jasmine’s main strengths is working with and improving
the care for the tracheostomy and laryngectomy patient population. She has been one of the main
champions in the development of the tracheostomy and laryngectomy programs at the MUHC. Her passion
has always been to improve the quality of care by collaborating with the bedside nurses and other
healthcare staff and by exploring the patient’s and their family’s healthcare experiences.

Nikki Pyl, RN, MScN, CMSN(C)
CAMSN Conference Coordinator
Nikki Pyl has been a Nurse Educator at the Ottawa Hospital for over 5 years, spanning coverage for
specialized programs in Ambulatory Care, Apheresis, Infectious Diseases, and Medicine. Currently her focus
is on the medical and surgical management of the surgical oncology, colorectal and hepato-biliary patient
population. Nikki obtained her Bachelor of Science in Nursing at the University of Ottawa/Algonquin
College collaborative program. She took on many leadership roles as a clinical nurse working in the
inpatient surgery department, which inspired her to complete her Masters in Nursing at the University of
Ottawa. Nikki recently completed her certification in Medical Surgical nursing with the CNA and is looking
forward to being involved with CAMSN as a Conference Coordinator!
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CNA Certification Program
What distinguishes CNA-certified nurses:
è Advanced clinical expertise with a commitment to
lifelong learning
è Recognizes specialty knowledge, authenticated by
exacting national standards
è Dedication to evidenced-based care and patient
safety
Did You Know?
è Once CNA Certified, your CMSN(C) credential is
valid for a five-year term
è Beginning in 2019, CAMSN members will receive a
20% discount on CNA fees
è Discounts are available if more than one nurse from
the same employer apply for CNA Certification
“During my maternity leave I needed a way to
continue my education. I knew picking up a
textbook or searching the Internet wouldn’t be
motivating enough. After doing some research and
talking with a colleague about certification, it was
clear that obtaining my medical-surgical
certification was a perfect fit. As a RN working on a
surgical unit I wanted a way to enhance my
knowledge and provide the best care to patients.
Passing the exam has boosted my confidence. I have
a more in-depth understanding of pathophysiology
and best practices, which directly impacts the care I
provide to my patients. I would recommend any RN
to get their certification in their specialty area. It’s a
great way to advance patient care and gain valuable
knowledge. We do better when we know better.” –
Domini Palen, CAMSN Member

SPRING 2019 Registration Dates:
Jan. 10th – March 1st è Application window to write exam
& renew by exam
May 1st-15th è Certification exam window

CAMSN would like to wish the best of luck to
our members who are writing the
Medical-Surgical Certification Exam
this month!
What employers of certified nurses are
saying about certification:
è Confirms an RN’s enhanced competency and
specialized knowledge
è Helps to recruit and retain the best nurses
è Fosters safe, high-quality care and raises the
entire education culture
Learn more at:
https://nurseone.ca/en/certification/get-certified

The Medical-Surgical Certification Exam
encompasses competencies that are
classified under twelve categories of content
commonly seen by the medical-surgical
nurse:
Categories
Approximate
weight
Neurological System
7-11%
Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat
3-7%
System
Cardiovascular System
10-14%
Respiratory System
10-14%
Gastrointestinal System
6-10%
Genitourinary and Reproductive
4-8%
Systems
Musculoskeletal and
5-9%
Integumentary Systems
Immunological, Hematological
6-10%
and Endocrinological Systems
Infectious Diseases
5-9%
Pain
9-13%
Mental Health
5-9%
Professional, Legal and Ethical
5-9%
Issues
Learn more at: https://cna-aiic.ca//media/nurseone/files/en/ms2015_blueprint_final_
e.pdf?la=en&hash=60FF2647DECE0FF1CA095A062
A6B349D12AEBF36

Education Corner
Continuous Learning
Opportunities

Medical Cannabis: What Every Nurse
Needs to Know
December 5, 2018
12:00-1:00 PM EST
CNPS Webinar
www.cnps.ca

Canadian Gerontological
Nursing Association
May 2-4, 2019
Calgary, AB

Dealing with Patient Conflict and Safety
November 14, 2018
12:00-1:00 PM EST
CNPS Webinar
www.cnps.ca

Canadian Association of Nurses in
HIV/AIDS Care
April 27-29, 2019
London, ON
http://canac.org

http://cgna.net

Nurses Specialized in Wound,
Ostomy & Continence
May 24-26, 2019
Gatineau, QC
http://nswoc.ca

Did you know that the CNA has a number of Professional
Development opportunities, including Online-learning
modules?
CNA members: log into MyCNA (formerly NurseONE) at
https://nurseone.ca/en/login
Check out https://cna-aiic.ca/en/professional-development

Education is not the filling of a bucket,
but the lighting of a fire.
- W.B. Yeats
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Ways to become more involved with
CAMSN…
Education Corner
An Education Corner has been added to the Canadian
Association of Medical and Surgical Nurses’ official
website, www.medsurgnurse.ca, as well as the quarterly
newsletters.
CAMSN’s goal is to provide educational pieces that best
serve the interest and learning needs of medicalsurgical nurses across Canada.
v Do you have an idea for our Education
Corner? Is there a medical-surgical topic you
would like to know more about?
v Are you involved in nursing education?
Would you like to contribute an educational
piece? Have you done a research study
relevant to medical-surgical nursing?
v Are you writing the Medical-Surgical
Certification Exam and there’s an area of
nursing included in the competencies that
you’d like to know more about? Tell us what
it is! We can create an educational piece to
support you in your exam preparation.

Visit: https://medsurgnurse.ca/educationcorner/ for access to all of the previous pieces
included in the Educational Corner.

Feature Member
The Canadian Association of Medical and
Surgical Nurses would like to feature
innovative CAMSN members who are making
a difference in medical-surgical nursing.
If you would like to be featured in a CAMSN
newsletter and/or on the website, send us
your work initiative (500-750 words).
If you would like to nominate someone to be
featured, let us know and we can contact
them!

Contact Us!
Do you have an idea for our newsletter?
Do you have a question for CAMSN, or an
upcoming workshop you would like
shared with fellow members?
We would love your feedback and we
encourage our members to share their
expertise!
Please contact Laura Vogelsang,
External Communications Coordinator
at
laura.vogelsang@lethbridgecollege.ca.
Visit the official CAMSN Website!
www.medsurgnurse.ca
Join the official Facebook group!
Search: CAMSN
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